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Robert Meverin 
u /?. Box 1531 
dan >jose, OA 95103 

bear --obert Oeverinip 

It is not easy for me to respond to letters like yours of the 16th because I do 
not want to give offense und because it reflects that your knowledge of the subject 
matter cones from a variety of incompetent and undependable sources as a result of which 
you have nothing straight at all. The reader is the captive of the author when he reads 
a book by anyone who seems to have proper academic credentials, like a PhD in political 
science > because the reader has every reason to believe that the author knows wliat he is 
talking about. But in the case of Melanson what he has not taken from others and not 
infrequently without creit and frequently twisting and distorting it^he just made up 
and he did that in a way that would discredit a reasonable intelligent high school kid. 

^ for just two exumples of the later, there isn't a word of truth in the Xv imble story. 
He'"made it all up. fie did the same with the JFK assassination. He had no connection with 
the JlA, either, and besides, not even a penny dreadful would uretend that any intelligence 
agency would survive working the way Melanson made up. Ifow^t^ regard to some of your 
Specifics, -Say did not go to the Portugese embassy in ^ondon. jfe was not trying to get to 
angola at all. It Hefas to what then was called f^hodesis. That was not to link up with any 
mercenary groups there. His later effort to make such a connection with any such groups was 
a final act of desparation; he was broke. Because there was no s&h connection it could 
not have helped him "evade the 'largest manhunt in history'," your quote ocoming from the 
FBI's propaganda, and if he had had any help at all he'd have gotten away. He was about 
6100 short of passage to Rhodesia from Lisbon. 

As a further example of how you were deceived, what little contact with reality there 
is in Melansin's book comes from records he knew I got via FOIA lawsuits. I got nothing 
from him. He credits the FBI reading roomrf whc$; he lacked honesty to credit to me. ‘^his 
includes the dirty trick he played on you and others with his fiction about the "fat man" 
having to have his name withheld to save his life. The name was kknown publicly and in one 
of those FVI records Melanson got from me he knew the name was McDouldton and public-like 
in the FBI's reading room! In short, tliere is nothing that can reasonable be called "infor- 


■jvjation" in Afelanson's books,. 

Ray' brothers were not involved with him in any way snd aside from official fictions 
no reason even to suspect that they were, king's body was not lifted off the floor and thrown 
against any doors and ballistcally there is no proof of the shot's direction. Are you begin- 
ning to wonder whether you should write anything on the subject? I'm sorry I can’t do any 
searching for you. I'm 78, have a /dumber of sertfous illnesses, and cannot search for myself. 

There is "medical evidence of the bullet track" but it was deflected by bone so that does 

not permit tracing it to a source, a list of our books is enclosed. Best wishes, Harold 

, Weisberg 



